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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 9,10,13,14 & 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hsieh (US 5562347 previously presented). 

With respect to claim 9, Hsieh teaches an electric motor comprising: A stator 
assembly (Fig. 1, #42) and an external rotor assembly (Fig. 1, #50) adapted to be 
rapidly mated together; said external rotor assembly including a rotor cup coupled to a 
central shaft (Fig. 1, #52) having a proximal end adjacent said rotor cup and a distal end 
provided with an enlargement (as seen in Fig. 1, #59 & Fig. 2); said stator assembly 
including a bearing support tube (Fig. 1, #60) formed with an opening, facing said rotor 
cup for receiving said central shaft of said rotor assembly; a plurality of bearings (Fig. 1, 
#44 & 46) which are mounted on said shaft for insertion into the bearing support tube, 
radial outer surfaces of said bearings being guided in an inner opening of the bearing 
support tube(as seen in Fig. 2), said bearings serving to support said shaft, and of 
which a proximal bearing (Fig. 1, #44) is arranged closer to the rotor cup than a distal 
bearing (Fig. 1, #46), the shaft being axially displaceable with respect to the bearings; a 
retaining member (Fig. 1, #48), arranged between the rotor cup and the proximal 
bearing, said retaining member serving to immobilize at least the proximal bearing in its 
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position in the bearing support tube after assembly; a spring member (Fig. 1, #56), 
effective between the proximal bearing and the rotor cup, that pushes the rotor cup 
away from the proximal bearing in order to push the enlargement provided on the shaft 
in the direction of the distal end of the distal bearing (which it inherently does as seen in 
the arrangement shown in Fig. 2); and a spacer (Fig. 1, #36) displaceably arranged in 
the bearing support tube (by way of a slot Fig. 1 , #62) and defining a predetermined 
distance between the proximal bearing and the distal bearing (as seen in Fig. 2). 

With respect to claim 10, Hsieh teaches the motor of claim 9, wherein the rotor 
cup is formed, on the said facing toward the proximal bearing, with a projection (the 
most distal part of the rotor cup that contacts the shaft as seen in Fig. 2) that is shaped 
for engagement (by way of the spring) against said retaining member. 

With respect to claims 13 & 14, Hsieh teaches the motor of claims 9 & 10, 
wherein the enlargement provided on the shaft is a snap ring (Fig. 1 , #59) adapted to 
engage against a distal end of the distal bearing. 

With respect to claim 17, Hsieh teaches the motor of claim 9, further comprising 
a mounting flange (Fig. 1 , #70) formed integrally with a rotor-cup-remote end of said 
bearing support tube. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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Claims 11,12,15,16,27 & 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hsieh (US 5562347 previously presented) in view of Stone (US 
3728563). 

With respect to claims 11 & 12, Hsieh teaches the motor of claims 9 & 10, 
wherein the spacer is a hollow cylindrical element formed with a radially inwardly 
protruding projection, but it does not teach that said projection abuts the shaft. 
However, Stone teaches a spacer (Fig. 4, #86) that abuts a shaft (Fig. 4, #58). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the spacer of Hsieh in view of the spacer as taught by Stone because it provides a 
means for lubricating the bearings of the motor (Stone, Col. 3, Line 60-Col. 4, Line 5), 
and as merely a substitution of well-known equivalent spacer forms. It also would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to extend the 
projections of Hsieh to come in contact with the shaft since it has been held that a 
change in shape is not considered to be patentably distinct if it does not effect the utility 
of a device (In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966)). 

With respect to claims 15 & 16, Hsieh in view of Stone teaches the motor of 
claims 11 & 12, wherein the enlargement provided on the shaft is a snap ring (Fig. 1, 
#59) adapted to engage against a distal end of the distal bearing. 

With respect to claim 27, Hsieh teaches a method of assembling a rotor 
assembly of an external-rotor electric motor, wherein said rotor assembly has a rotor 
cup, a central shaft, and a plurality of bearings, and said stator assembly has a bearing 
support tube, comprising the steps of: Securing the central shaft to said rotor cup (as 



Application/Control Number: 10/501,847 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2834 

seen in Fig. 2); mounting on said shaft, a compression spring, a retaining member, and 
a plurality of bearings, said bearings being slidable on the shaft; aligning said shaft with 
a central axis of said bearing support tube, and applying a compression force to said 
rotor assembly (to mount the bearings thereon), thereby compressing said spring, 
inserting said bearings into said bearing support tube and engaging said retaining 
member with said bearing support tube; and removing said compression force (after the 
mounting of the bearings), thereby causing the spring to expand, and to displace the 
bearings relative to said shaft so that said rotor assembly assumes said predefined axial 
relation to the bearing support (as seen in Fig. 2), but it does not teach pre-mounting the 
components on the shaft before inserting said shaft into said bearing support tube. 
However, Stone teaches an independently formed spacer (Fig. 4, #86) that can be 
mounted to a shaft before completing the assembly of a motor. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the spacer 
of Hsieh in view of the spacer as taught by Stone because it provides a means for 
lubricating the bearings of the motor (Stone, Col. 3, Line 60-Col. 4, Line 5), and it also 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
teach pre-mounting the components (including the independently formed spacer of 
Stone rather than the integrally formed spacer of Hsieh) on the shaft before inserting 
said shaft into said bearing support tube since it has been held that "selection of any 
order of performing process steps is prima facie obvious in the absence of new or 
unexpected results" (In re Burhans, 154 F.2d 690, 69 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1946)). It is 
also noted that even without the addition of the spacer of Stone, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include an 
independently formed spacer since it has been held that making a one piece component 
into two separate pieces is not considered to be patentably distinct (In re Dulberg, 289 
F.2d 522, 523, 129 USPQ 348, 349 (CCPA 1961)). 

With respect to claim 28, Hsieh in view of Stone teaches the method of claim 27, 
and Hsieh teaches that said step of compression includes, after compressing said 
spring, continuing to apply force, thereby causing an axial projection formed on the rotor 
to push on the retaining member (by way of the spring, as seen in Fig. 2) at a location 
adjacent to a nearest one of said plurality of bearings, and to thereby transfer the force 
to that nearest bearing. 

Claims 18,19,22,23 & 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hsieh (US 5562347 previously presented) in view of Wrobel et al. 
(US 4613778 previously cited). Hsieh teaches the motor of claims 9,10,13,14 & 17, 
wherein the bearing support tube has an opening facing the rotor cup, but it does not 
teach that the bottom of the bearing support tube is closed. However, Wrobel teaches a 
bearing support tube with a closed bottom (Fig. 2, #18). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the bearing support 
tube of Hsieh in view of the bearing support tube as taught by Wrobel because it 
provides a means for eliminating or substantially reducing axial oscillations in a motor 
(Wrobel, Col. 2, Lines 17-24). 

Claims 20,21,24 & 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hsieh (US 5562347 previously presented) in view of Stone (US 3728563) further in 
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view of Wrobel et al. (US 461 3778 previously cited). Hsieh in view of Stone teaches the 
motor of claims 11,12,15 & 16, and Hsieh teaches that the bearing support tube has an 
opening facing the rotor cup, but it does not teach that the bottom of the bearing support 
tube is closed. However, Wrobel teaches a bearing support tube with a closed bottom 
(Fig. 2, #18). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the bearing support tube of Hsieh in view of the bearing support 
tube as taught by Wrobel because it provides a means for eliminating or substantially 
reducing axial oscillations in a motor (Wrobel, Col. 2, Lines 17-24). 

Response to Arguments 
In response to the applicant's argument that the spacer of Hsieh is not 
displaceably arranged in the bearing tube, it is noted that the cylindrical bearing tube is 
formed from an elastic material (Col. 2, Lines 60-65), secured at the bottom by elastic 
clips (Fig. 1, #70), and mounted at the top on an elastic ring (Fig. 1, #58). It is therefore 
contended by the examiner that vibrations will inherently be produced by the operation 
of the machine leading to portions of the bearing tube and the spacer being displaced 
with respect to one another due to the fact that there is a clearance between the two 
separately formed pieces (at least in the axial direction), and the bearing tube is 
disclosed as being both formed from an elastic material and mounted on an elastic 
material. Even though some portions of the bearing tube (those portions in direct 
contact with the bearings) may be disclosed as being tightly received within the pedestal 
of Hsieh, there are also portions of the bearing tube that lack such an engagement with 
the pedestal. 
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In response to the applicant's argument that the spacer of Stone does not define 
a predetermined distance between the bearings of Stone due to a lack of "mechanical" 
or "load-bearing" function, it is noted that, as can be clearly seed in Figs. 5 & 6, the 
spacer at the very least defines the distance between the bearings before the shaping 
of the tube, not only that, but it also appears to resist compression by the tube during its 
forming in spite of its supposed lack of a "load-bearing" function. It is also noted that it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
form the spacer of Hsieh in the form of a spacer that contacts the rotor shaft since it has 
been held that a change in shape is not considered to be patentably distinct if it does 
not effect the utility of a device (In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 
1966)). 

In response to applicant's argument based upon the age of the references, 
contentions that the reference patents are old are not impressive absent a showing that 
the art tried and failed to solve the same problem notwithstanding its presumed 
knowledge of the references. See In re Wright, 569 F.2d 1 124, 193 USPQ 332 (CCPA 
1977). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erik D. Preston whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8393. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on (571)272-2044. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, caJL800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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